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5 Tips 
for a Better, Stronger, Faster First Draft! 
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1. Plan your trip to get there faster! 
Even if you are a pantser, there are a lot of things you can work 
out before you start writing. Here’s a secret from a plotter: If 
you know what you’re going to write when you sit down in 
front of your keyboard, you can write it without delay!  

a. Plan the basics: Where is the story set? Who are the 
characters? What themes/core story do you want to convey? 

b. Plot it out: Beat sheets, outlines, synopses.  
 
2. Waste less narrative time! 
Don’t write scenes you don’t need to. Don’t write around your story. Leave out superfluous 
details.  
 a. Start your story in the right place.  
 b. Every scene must serve a purpose.  
 
3. Find your optimal writing time and make the most of it! 
 a. What time of day are you most productive/creative? Plan to write during that time. 
 b. Cut out distractions! (Freedom App, Pomodoro Method, etc.) 
 
4. Conquer writer’s block! 
Are you stuck? Writer’s block is your brain’s way of telling you something’s not working. 
 a. Jog your brain by taking a walk or a shower.  
 b. Free write or plot out the scene you’re stuck on. It may unlock something.  
 
5. Get that draft done, even if you have a day job! 
 a. Sneak in writing where you can.  
 b. 5am writer’s club! 
 c. Don’t find time, make time!  
 
Resources! 
Jami Gold’s worksheets for writers: https://jamigold.com/for-writers/worksheets-for-writers/ 
Save the Cat beats: https://timstout.wordpress.com/story-structure/blake-snyders-beat-sheet/  

Examples: http://www.savethecat.com/beat-sheets-alpha 
Romancing the Beat by Gwen Hayes 
Story Genius by Lisa Cron Related resources: http://wiredforstory.com/free-resources/ 
2k to 10K by Rachel Aaron 
 
Kate’s setting worksheet:  
http://www.katemcmurray.com/wp-content/uploads/2013/10/SettingWorksheet.pdf 

 

“You don't find time to write. You 
make time. It's my job. What I do. I 
do indeed write on the road. My 
laptop goes with me everywhere.” 
--Nora Roberts 
 

 

“The biggest and best surprise new 
writers have is that by digging down 
into who their protagonist is before 
the story starts, they’re able to not 
only create a fully fleshed out 
character who needs to change, but 
the plot, too, begins to organically 
appear.”  --Lisa Cron 
 


